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Dear Secretary,

Please find attached correspondence regarding PAX91.323780 - Ballinlee Wind 
Farm, 

Kind regards,

The Committee of
Bruff Dromin Athlacca-Ballinlee Community Action Group

Email: ballinleecommunityactiongroup@gmail.com
Follow us on Facebook 
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An Coimisiún Pleanála 


Re: PAX91.323780 – Ballinlee Wind Farm 


Request that the Commission seek updated hydrological information from the OPW 
pursuant to section 37F(1)(c) 


 


Dear Sir/Madam, 


We refer to the above application and to our observation of 17 November 2025. 


Since the statutory observation period closed, exceptionally low water levels have developed and 
are currently persisting in the Morning Star River, as recorded at OPW hydrometric station 24005 
Athlacca. These conditions arose after our original submission and therefore could not have been 
addressed within it. 


We do not seek through this correspondence to make a further observation or to elaborate upon 
our original submission. 


Rather, we respectfully request that An Coimisiún Pleanála consider exercising its discretion under 
section 37F(1)(c) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 to seek updated information directly 
from the Office of Public Works, as the body holding the authoritative hydrometric record for the 
Morning Star. 


We ask that the OPW be requested to advise: 


1. where the current summer 2026 low-water conditions sit within the long-term record for 
Athlacca station 24005; 


2. whether these conditions constitute an exceptional low-flow event and/or hydrological drought; 
3. the associated river discharge and, insofar as records permit, flow velocity, and how these 


compare with normal summer conditions and relevant low-flow statistics such as Q95/Q99; and 
4. whether these conditions have implications relevant to the hydrological and environmental 


assessment of the proposed development. 


This appears particularly relevant because the applicant proposes that near-stream works be 
undertaken during summer when flows in receiving waterbodies are at their minimum, while its own 
aquatic surveys recorded the Rathcannon Stream as nearly dried out and the Parkroe Stream as 
having no flow. 


The issue is therefore whether the proposed sediment-control, pollution-control and ecological 
mitigation has been adequately assessed under extreme low-flow, low-velocity and potential 
drought conditions, as well as the flood conditions already documented within this catchment. 


We respectfully request that this correspondence be treated solely as a request concerning the 
Commission’s exercise of its statutory information-gathering powers under section 37F, rather than 
as a further submission on the merits of the application. 


 


Yours faithfully, 


Bruff Dromin Athlacca-Ballinlee Community Action Group 






